
 

 

 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

 
Alexander Wallace, PhD 
Postdoctoral Scholar, Psychiatry Department, University of San Diego 

 
Alexander Wallace received his doctorate from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee researching the 
effects of substance use in adolescence on neurodevelopment. His work has primarily been around the 
intersection of substance use and comorbid externalizing symptoms, such as ADHD, and their impact of 
brain morphometry, neurocognition, and other clinical outcomes. Dr. Wallace is currently on fellowship 
with Dr. Susan Tapert exploring how substance use initiation in late childhood and early adolescence 
impacts neurodevelopmental trajectories. 
 

 
Carlo DiClemente, PhD, ABPP 
Emeritus Professor of Psychology, UMBC 
Director of Maryland Tobacco Control Resource Center 

 
 Dr. Carlo DiClemente is an emeritus professor of psychology at the University of Maryland Baltimore 
County (UMBC) and director of the Maryland Tobacco Resource Center at UMBC. He is co-developer of 
the Transtheoretical Model of behavior change, and author of numerous scientific publications on 
motivation and behavior change with various health and addictive behaviors. He has published extensively 
on smoking cessation, brief motivational interventions, and initiation and recovery from addictions. He is 
the author of Addiction and Change: How Addictions Develop and Addicted People Recover. He has also 
co-authored several professional books, The Transtheoretical Model, Substance Abuse Treatment and the 
Stages of Change, and Group Treatment for Substance Abuse: A Stages of Change Therapy Manual and a 
self-help book, Changing for Good.   

 

 
WORKSHOP PRESENTERS 

 
Kathryn Taylor, PhD 
Professor, Department of Oncology 
Cancer Prevention and Control Program, Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Georgetown University Medical Center 

 
Dr. Taylor is a tenured Professor in the Department of Oncology and a member of the Lombardi 
Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Cancer Prevention and Control Program. Dr. Taylor’s recent research has 
focused on the clinical and public health translation of lung cancer screening as a teachable moment for 
smoking cessation and relapse prevention. Her team has recently completed an NCI-funded randomized 
smoking cessation intervention trial among individuals who were undergoing lung cancer screening. This 
research addresses a central issue in tobacco control, regarding the development and evaluation of 
methods to assist individuals with a long history of smoking, many of whom are not actively seeking 
cessation assistance. In this setting, cessation programs that result in even a small improvement in 
smoking cessation will have an important public health impact, given the large number of eligible 
individuals. Related work in this area includes developing EHR modifications to improve the assessment 
and treatment of tobacco use, as well as the assessment of lung cancer screening eligibility and screening 
referrals. As part of the NCI’s Cancer Center Cessation Initiative (C3i), Dr. Taylor leads the Smoking 
Treatment and Recovery Program at Georgetown Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center. Finally, Dr. 
Taylor’s team recently completed a randomized trial funded by the American Lung Association designed 
to improve awareness of lung cancer screening among individuals who had contacted Maryland’s tobacco 
quitline. Dr. Taylor earned her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from SUNY at Stony Brook and completed a 
postdoctoral fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 

 



 
 
 
Randi M. Williams, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor, Department of Oncology 
Cancer Prevention & Control Program, Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center 
Georgetown University Medical Center 
 

Randi M. Williams, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Oncology and a member of the Cancer 
Prevention and Control Program within the Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center at Georgetown 
University Medical Center. Her research focuses on methods to promote the adoption of evidence-based 
lung cancer control practices to advance health equity. Dr. Williams’s program of research utilizes 
multilevel approaches to promote equitable care within the healthcare setting. In her ongoing National 
Cancer Institute-funded career development award (K99/R00), Dr. Williams is targeting provider and 
patient behavior, two key levels of influence in the healthcare setting, to promote patient-provider 
communication about lung cancer screening, and to advance equity in rates of screening between Black 
and White patients. Dr. Williams also co-leads a quality improvement initiative funded by the DC 
Department of Health to address tobacco-related disparities. This health systems change project will 
integrate the tobacco quitline into the electronic health record (EHR) to increase e-referrals for tobacco 
cessation and automate smoking history pack-years to improve referrals to lung screening across the 
MedStar Health System. Additionally, Dr. Williams recently led the development of a self-directed Health 
Disparities and Lung Cancer Screening course designed for primary care providers that is currently being  
evaluated in a pilot trial. 
 
Dr. Williams’s activities at Georgetown include co-leading the Dissemination and Implementation Affinity 
Group, serving as a preceptor for the Cancer Population Science (CPaS) T32 postdoctoral training program, 
and serving on the Racial Justice Committee for Change Curriculum Reform Subcommittee. Dr. Williams 
completed her postdoctoral fellowship with Dr. Kathryn L. Taylor and Dr. Lucile Adams-Campbell at 
Lombardi under a Diversity Supplement to Dr. Taylor’s R01 (CA207228-S1). She received her PhD in 
behavioral and community health from the University of Maryland, College Park, School of Public Health. 
Dr. Williams obtained her Master’s of public health in behavioral sciences and health education from 
Emory University, Rollins School of Public Health. Prior to attending Emory, she received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in psychology from Syracuse University. 

 
 
Dawn S. Berkowitz, MPH, CHES 
Deputy Executive Director, Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission 
 

Dawn Berkowitz has been with the Maryland Department of Health for over two decades, currently serving 
as the Deputy Executive Director of the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission. Prior to this role, Ms. 
Berkowitz served as the Director for the Center for Tobacco Prevention and Control from 2013 to 2021, 
where she provided oversight, guidance, and expertise to local, state, and national tobacco control 
initiatives. She provided early guidance to the Governor’s Task Force to End Smoking in Maryland in the 
early 2000s, which formed the legislative and programmatic framework for Master Settlement Agreement 
dollars coming into Maryland and worked to form the current structure of Maryland’s resulting tobacco 
control program. In September 2021, she moved to her new role with the Commission to spearhead public 
health efforts, utilizing her previous tobacco prevention and policy experience, as Maryland begins to plan 
for and implement adult-use of cannabis. 
 
Ms. Berkowitz serves on the executive committee of the national Tobacco Control Network as immediate 
Past-Chair and is a Vice-Chair of the Maryland State School Health Council. She holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Sociology and a Master’s degree in Public Health, both from Tulane University and is a Certified Health 
Education Specialist (CHES). 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Maria Julian, MPA 
Executive Director, Counter Tools 
 

Maria Julian is the executive director of Counter Tools, a nonprofit organization that works to advance 
place-based public health. From startups to local governments in the U.S. and abroad, Maria has led teams 
through the implementation of behavior change strategies to improve health outcomes. Prior to joining 
Counter Tools, Maria led a 20-member team in the implementation and evaluation of public health policy, 
systems and environmental programs at a rural Appalachian district health department. Maria earned her 
Master of Public Administration from Middlebury Institute of International Studies at Monterey. She 
served as a Peace Corps volunteer in Moldova from 2011-2012. 

 
 
Heather Grove, BSN, RN 
Community Health Nurse II, Caroline County Health Department  

 
Heather Grove is an experienced Community Health Nurse with over eight years of recent experience 
dedicated to public health in the realm of tobacco control. Heather is highly proficient in planning and 
implementing tobacco control activities including researching and cultivating educational materials on all 
types of tobacco. She has been consistently recognized by the community and coworkers for her strong 
work ethic, attention to detail, and informative presentations. Living and working in rural Caroline County, 
Heather is passionate about her work. She truly believes in the power of prevention education and strives 
to further increase tobacco-free social norms and reduce the burden of tobacco in Maryland, especially in 
rural areas. 

 
 
Jessica Fish, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Family Science, University of Maryland School of Public Health 
Deputy Director for Research & Evaluation, University of Maryland Prevention Research Center 
 

Dr. Jessica Fish is Assistant Professor of Family Science at the University of Maryland School of Public 
Health and the Deputy Director for Research and Evaluation of the CDC-funded University of Maryland 
Prevention Research Center. Her research and scholarship is in service to understanding the well-being of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning youth and their families. She has published over 
95 peer-reviewed studies and book chapters on the topic of LGBTQ youth, development, and health. 
Broadly, her research aims to identify modifiable factors that contribute to LGBTQ-related health 
disparities to inform developmentally sensitive policies, programs, and prevention strategies that promote 
the health of sexual and gender minority people across the life course. 

 
 

Ryan Coffman, MPH, CHES, CTTS-M  
Pennsylvania Statewide Tobacco-Free Recovery Initiative (PA STFRI)  
Tobacco Policy and Control Program Manager, Philadelphia Department of Public Health  

 
Ryan Coffman is the Tobacco Policy and Control Program Manager for the Philadelphia Department of 
Public Health. In this role, he oversees several tobacco control and policy initiatives within the Division of 
Chronic Disease and Injury Prevention.  These initiatives include the prevention of youth initiation, 
promoting tobacco-free environments, mass media campaigns, tobacco control policy, and tobacco 
treatment services.  He is committed to serving vulnerable populations disproportionately impacted by the 
effects of tobacco use.  
 
Previously, Ryan provided inpatient, outpatient, and community tobacco use disorder treatment in 
hospital, behavioral health, correctional, and substance use treatment settings. He acquired his Masters in 
Public Health (MPH) degree at Tulane University and has certifications in health education, tobacco use 
disorder treatment and global tobacco control. Ryan first became committed to tobacco control in 2003 
while serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya and continues to provide tobacco treatment services 
Health Center 2 in South Philadelphia.   


